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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Applicants call attention to the attached Information 
Disclosure Statement and documents listed on form PTO-144 9. A 
copy of the US patent is not being provided per the waiver 
posted on the PTO website. 

This filing is being made before the receipt of a first 
Office action on the merits. No fee is required. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the 
return of a copy of the enclosed form PTO-144 9 with the 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 



I hereby certify under 37 CFR §1.8 (a) that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail 
with sufficient postage on the date indicated 
below and is addressed to the Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450. 




February 23, 2004 



S . Gebhart 



Name of Person Signing Certificate 
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Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are 
earnestly solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Please apply any applicable charges or credits to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1050. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date : February 23, 2 004 




Fish & Richardson P.C. 
USPTO Customer No. 2 0985 
12390 El Camino Real 
San Diego, CA 9213 0 
Telephone: (858) 678-5070 
Facsimile: (858) 678-5099 
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EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
next communication to applicant. 
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